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low price    But shortly afterwards the panic of
1873 set in, and the little enterprise was balked
Frick had to continue working on a small salary
and became bookkeeper for his grandfather, who
was in the distillery business

Young Frick had that audacity which is charac-
teristic of successful men, and particularly of men
who have made and developed great enterprises
in America Carnegie displayed this trait at the
outset of his career, when he disobeyed orders
to save a railroad wreck, Rockefeller displayed it
when he plunged into the oil business with his little
savings of seven hundred dollars, Pierpont Morgan
displayed it in early hfe and it was his chief char-
acteristic all through his long, active career. One
day, after the smoke of the 1873 panic had dis-
appeared and business was reviving, a Pittsburgh
banker named Mellon received by mail a request
for a loan of twenty thousand dollars from an un-
known person by the name of H C Frick No
security was offered but big profits were promised
if the money was advanced at once. The banker
liked the tone of the letter and sent his partner
to Mount Pleasant to investigate Naturally he
expected to meet a man of wealth and property
and was surprised to find that "H C Frick" was